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Please consider these perspectives and background information from FUELIowa as you report on the following 
topics: 

 

[Text Wrapping Break] 

As the voice of Iowa’s fuel industry, FUELIowa’s members include fuel distributors, fuel cooperatives, convenience 
and grocery stores, refiners, biofuel producers and other local businesses that support these companies. 

 
Today’s economy demands a robust and responsive fuel distribution network that provides accessible, reliable, 
and low-cost fuels. FUELIowa’s unique perspective in working with each aspect of the fuel network and its 
expertise on fuel choice, quality, competition, c-store challenges and infrastructure projects makes the 
organization well-equipped to tackle the most pressing fuel and infrastructure issues of today. Investments in 
innovative and quality fuel options are essential for Iowa’s future more than ever before. 

Below you will find more information related to Iowa’s fuel industry and FUELIowa’s priorities. 

Follow FUELIowa on social media: 
Twitter: @FUELINGIowa 
Facebook: @FUELIowa  

mailto:sarah@fueliowa.com
https://www.fueliowa.com/
https://twitter.com/FUELINGIowa
https://www.facebook.com/FUELIowa


About FUELIowa 

• FUELIowa is the voice of Iowa’s fuel industry, representing hundreds of members across the state who 
play a vital role in the state’s economy. With membership that includes fuel distributors, fuel 
cooperatives, convenience and grocery stores, refiners, biofuel producers and more, FUELIowa members 
are essential to getting Iowans where they need to go. 

 
• FUELIowa members work to ensure that all Iowans have access to the food, fuel, and supplies they need 

each and every day. Our members work to make Iowa a leader in convenience, low-cost fuels, and energy 
independence. 

 
• The fuel industry has been resilient during the events of the pandemic. Many of our members, Iowa’s 

convenience and grocery stores, are the first places Iowans look toward to find the resources, power, 
food and fuel they need. 

 
Fuel Industry Resources: 

• 2020 Retailers Fuel Gallons Annual Report

https://tax.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-03/2020%20Retailers%20Fuel%20Gallons%20Annual%20Report.pdf


FUELIowa Leadership 
 
 
Gary Koerner – CEO 

 

 In his role as CEO, Gary is responsible for all aspects of FUELIowa and HEALTHAlliance and 
sits on the RINAlliance Board of Directors. Gary is focused on the development and execution of the strategic plan 
and reports directly to the FUELIowa Board of Directors. 

 

Gary has been with FUELIowa since 2015. Prior to taking over as CEO, he served as CFO, and EVP. Gary’s focus is to 
ensure success over the long-term and delivering results that make FUELIowa and its members stronger each day. 

Prior to FUELIowa, Gary worked for 18 years at Meredith Corporation in a variety of leadership roles in Marketing 
and Finance and most recently served as the Executive Director of Retail, responsible for sales, marketing, and 
distribution of all magazine brands in North America. 

 

Gary earned his undergraduate degree in Marketing from the University of Northern Iowa, and his MBA focused on 
Finance from the University of Iowa. He and his wife Gail have four children and reside in West Des Moines. 

 
 

John Maynes – President, Government and Regulatory Affairs 
 

 John has worked in the fuel industry throughout his career, joining FUELIowa in 2008. His 
primary areas of responsibility include federal and state advocacy as well as serving the day-to-day consulting needs 
of FUELIowa’s small business members. 
 
John serves on the Board of Directors for the Iowa Renewable Fuel Infrastructure Grant Program and served for five 
years on the Iowa Comprehensive Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Fund Board of Directors before its sunset 
in 2024. In addition to those roles, join serves as an advisory member of the Energy Marketers of America (EMA) 
Motor Fuels Committee, EMA Underground Storage Tanks Taskforce, and is a member of the American Society For 
Testing and Materials serving on the Environmental Assessment, Risk Management, and Corrective Action 
Committee. 
 
John earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in History and English and his Juris Doctor from the University of South 
Dakota. John and his wife Leslie reside in Norwalk, Iowa along with their sons Sully and Will. 



 
 

 
Jim Ewing – Director, Membership & Business Services 

 Jim serves as Director, Membership & Business Services. In this role, Jim manages all 
operational activities related to membership retention and recruitment, business services programs, sponsorship 
and advertising. 

Prior to FUELIowa, Jim was an Energy Account Manager with GROWMARK Energy covering eastern Iowa, Illinois 
and eastern Missouri. He also worked eleven years at Solar Transport in various recruiting and sales management 
roles.  

Jim earned his undergraduate degree from the University of Northern Iowa. He and his wife Amanda have three 
children residing in Norwalk. 

 

Sarah Bowman – Director, Communications & Events 
 

 Sarah serves as Director, Communications & Events, responsible for the bi-monthly magazine, 
social media, press releases, the weekly Insider, and events.  
 
Prior to FUELIowa, Sarah served as Director of Industry Affairs with Iowa Poultry Association, Communications 
Director for Agribusiness Association of Iowa, and multiple sessions in the Iowa Legislature clerking for Senators and 
Representatives.  
 
Sarah earned her Bachelor of Science degree in English from Iowa State. She and her husband David live in Clive 
with their five children, William, Sean, Brendan, Henry and Mary Elouise.   
 



FUELIowa’s priorities 

• Build a strong fuel distribution network that is essential for Iowa’s rural and urban communities to 
succeed while working to provide fuel choice, fuel quality, fair competition, consumer and environmental 
protection, and fairness in the marketplace. 

• Support a balanced approach to fueling the economy, and promote the selling of a broad mix of gasoline, 
diesel, propane, biofuels, consumer products and services that diversify our state’s available resources 
and keep our economy growing. 

• In addition to traditional fuels that power the economy, support agricultural economy through the 
growth of ethanol and other innovative fuels. 

• As part of offering higher blended fuel options, make infrastructure funding a key priority to truly have 
higher blended fuels available in all markets large and small. 

• FUELIowa estimates that 85% of retail fuel facilities in Iowa – many of which are small and medium-sized 
c-stores in rural communities – do not have compatible systems to sell E15 due to outdated systems and 
financial hurdle. 

• Reform and modernize Iowa’s bottle bill to better reflect its original public policy directive. Iowa’s 
grocery and c-stores developments are facing additional staff and financial burdens just to keep cans and 
bottles in their stores. 

• The challenges emerging around the bottle bill during the pandemic further underscore the need to come 
together to have a comprehensive review that will help modernize the legislation. FUELIowa committed 
to preserving the original intention of the bottle bill – “to keep Iowa beautiful” and be a recycling leader. 



FUELIowa 2025 Legislative Priorities 
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